
Following two 

regional competitions, 

òRolling Thunderó 

headed down to 

Atlanta on April 15th 

for the 2009 FIRST 

Championship!  Many 

team members had an 

early start to the day, 

flying out of Rochester 

at 6 AM, while others 

took a late -afternoon 

flight.  

We were only allowed 

to òuncrateó the robot 

in the pit area on 

Wednesday, so 

afterwards many of the 

students enjoyed tours of the World of 

Coca-Cola or the CNN Center.  Once 

the team was all assembled in the 

evening, our first nightly team meeting 

was held.  Since the Championship 

event is much larger, busier, and more 

complex than a regional competition, 

these meetings were crucial to keep 

everything running smoothly the 

following day!  

Thursday started bright and early, with 

some students heading for the pit area 

in the World Congress Center, others 

finding a spot for the team in the stands 

Team 1511 members Michael Montemalo, Matthieu Dora, and Alex 

Vadas enter scouting data with the help of X -Cats members (behind).  

Back from FIRST Championships! 

Upcoming Events  

¶ Robot demonstration 
at Harris Hill 

Elementary School, 

May 29th 

¶ Team car wash at 
Hess (corner of 441 & 

250), May 31st 

¶ Applebeeõs òFlapjack 
Fundraiser,ó June 6th 

¶ Team car wash at 
Hess (corner of 441 & 

250), June 27th 
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at the Georgia Dome, and a few 

attending conferences offered by 

FIRST on topics ranging from drive 

trains to team continuity plans.  Our 

team was one of 88 in the Newton 

division (other divisions were Curie, 

Archimedes, and Galileo).  Team 

1511õs scouting system was set up and 

running for Thursdayõs practice 

roundsñsix laptops for data entry 

(one for each robot on the field), plus 

six people scoring the six human 

òPayload Specialistó players.  

Scouting kept twelve òRolling  


