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Back fronF/RST
Championships!

Back from ]'.I'RJT Champlonshlps'

Following two L
regional competitions, | ;
“Rolling Thunder” by
headed down to K
Atlanta on April 15th
for the 2009 FIRST
Championship! Many
team members had an
early start to the day,
flying out of Rochester
at 6 AM, while others
took a late-afternoon
flight.

We were only allowed
to “uncrate” the robot
in the pit area on
Wednesday, so
afterwards many of the
students enjoyed tours of the World of
Coca-Cola or the CNN Center. Once
the team was all assembled in the
evening, our first nightly team meeting
was held. Since the Championship
event is much larger, busier, and more
complex than a regional competition,
these meetings were crucial to keep
everything running smoothly the
following day!

Thursday started bright and early, with
some students heading for the pit area
in the World Congress Center, others
finding a spot for the team in the stands
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Team 1511 members Michael Montemalo, Matthieu Dora, and Alex
Vadas enter scouting data with the help of X-Cats members (behind).

at the Georgia Dome, and a few
attending conferences offered by
FIRST on topics ranging from drive
trains to team continuity plans. Our
team was one of 88 in the Newton
division (other divisions were Curie,
Archimedes, and Galileo). Team
1511’s scouting system was set up and
running for Thursday’s practice
rounds—six laptops for data entry
(one for each robot on the field), plus
six people scoring the six human
“Payload Specialist” players.
Scouting kept twelve “Rolling
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Teams meet and mingle outside at Team 1511’s annual Rookie Meet and Greet.

Thunder” members busy at any
given time! Fortunately we also
got some help from local Team
191, the “X-Cats.”

Friday marked the start of
qualifying rounds.
“Thunderplucker” got off to a slow
start, but ended the day with a 3-2-
O record. Our scouting data
became increasingly important as
we continued to gather
information on our allies and
competitors, allowing us to fine-
tune our strategy for each match.

At lunch time, many team
members headed out to the
courtyard for the annual “Rookie

Meet and Greet” that Team 1511
holds. Rookie teams came to
play games, enjoy the beautiful
weather, and
compete in a
scavenger
hunt. The
prize for the
winner was
the giant
“orbit ball”
that we’ve
been having

-

teams sign at
all the
competitions
we’ve been
to in 2009!

Our Chairman’s Award team gave
their presentation to the judges
early Friday afternoon, and
reported that it went even better
than it had at the Chesapeake
regional. Now we would have to
wait for Saturday’s awards
ceremony to find out the results.

When Friday’s matches were
done, alarge group from Team
1511 headed over to the Georgia
Aquarium, which was open that
evening for FIRST teams. The
exhibits at the Aquarium are

fabulous!

Team member Kyle Schuhart presents the giant orbit ball to rookie

team 2877, the Ligerbots from Newtonville, MA.
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Back from FZRST Championships! (continued)

Saturday was the big
day — we had two more
qualifying rounds to go.
We scored a victory in
the first match, bringing
our record to 4-2-0, but
the second match
looked to be a tough
one. One of the teams
on the opposing alliance
would be Team 2970,
the only team still
undefeated out of the 88
teams in our division.

When the match started,
there were no orbit
balls pre-loaded into
“Thunderplucker”...this
match, we were strictly
playing defense! Our
goal was to chase Team
2970 around the field, pushing
their robot off course, keeping
them from scoring while not
letting other robots score balls
into our trailer. Two crazy minutes
of weaving, dancing, pushing, and
ramming later, we had reduced
Team 2970’s “power dumping”
capacity almost to zero, and our
alliance had won the match!

There were no undefeated teams
left in the Newton division. Our
record stood at 5-2-0, with a
ranking of 12th.

After the qualifiers, the top eight
ranked teams each selected two

Team 1511 members Rika Lee and Collin Sowinski, pictured here with
FIRST founders Woodie Flowers (left) and Dean Kamen (right), accept

and “Rolling Thunder”
waited for the
announcement of the
Chairman’s Award. This
year the winner was Team
236, the Techno Ticks from
Lyme-Old Lyme High
School in Connecticut. We
sat back to enjoy the rest
of the playoffs and awards
ceremony, knowing that
only about 5% of the
teams in Atlanta would
take home any kind of
non-competition award.
Then the following
description was
announced for a special
Judges’ Award:

the Championship Judges’ Award for the team. "During the course of the

competition, the judging
other teams to join their alliances panel may encounter a team

for the elimination rounds. We whose unique efforts,

rformance, or dynamics merit
were very hopeful that someone perio e, ordy. cs me

recognition, yet doesn’t fit into any
of the existing categories. The

would choose us...but it wasn’t to
be. “Thunderplucker” was out of
the running. Still, we were able to judges want to give a special
cheer for Team 1507, the

Lockport Warlocks,

award today to one such team...

whose alliance ended up
winning the Newton
division and advancing to
the playoffs against the

O

other division winners.

The playoffs were

interspersed with awards,

at



: Useful links:
am 1511

Team 1511 websusvw.penfieldrobotics.com

Team 1511 photesvw.rollingthunder.smugmug.com

Team 1511 Chairmands Award

st Mowtuhe.co tgh?y= UGNPEOUdeI'

FIRSWiebsitewww.usfirst.org

OLunacyo6 video:
www.usfirst.org/community/frc/content.aspx?id=418

OLunacyo6 description:

Wedre on the we Prhan,y/W&lr.org/uploadedFiles/09_FRC_GameDescrip.pdf
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winning website!!
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Back from FZRST Championships! (continued)

“From top to bottom this team everyone headed to Centennial which appeared on the evening
presents an integrated model of Olympic Park for the FIRST Finale, news.

FIRST. They reach out to students a giant outdoor party for all the The 2009 competition season may
and the community in so many FIRST teams. Food, live be over, but team activities

ways, starting numerous FLL entertainment, inflatable games continue through the summer, and
teams, hosting ‘live’ robot and rides, and an impressive we’re already planning for the
practice sessions, and effectively fireworks display wrapped up an 2010 year. The thunder just keeps
conveying the message of FIRST incredible day. getting louder!

through various forms of media Sunday the whole

coverage. The energy and drive team flew back to

of this team shows in its robot as Rochester

well, with a solid overall design together, and on

including the use of a retractable the second leg of

mouse that monitors its speed. our trip we were

“The Judges’ Award for Integrated entertained by

Performance is presented to Team AirTran pilot “Mad

# 1511." Dog Watson” and

“Rolling Thunder” had won the his blues

first Championship-level award harmonica.

since our rookie year! Channel 13 news

The team was in high spirits after met us at the high

the event was done, and after a school for a quick Team 1511 members with the Channel 13 video crew after

returning from the FIRST Championships in Atlanta.

quick stop for some team photos, video interview,



